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We want you to be successful with your garden!

Ornamental Grasses
Ornamental grasses provide lasting beauty and

make excellent additions to an established peren-
nial garden. While most gardeners don't have just
grasses planted together they do enjoy incorporat-
ing them into their garden schemes where they will
make a statement. Taller grasses such as plume
grass or some of the variegated grasses show up best
when planted as specimen plants. Other grasses like
feather reed or fescues look best when planted in
groups of 3 to 5.

Grasses have varied diverse uses. They can be
used to enhance the formality of a public garden or
add depth to a nature planting. They are divided
into 2 groups. Running grasses spread by rhizomes,
which are underground stems, or by stolons, above
ground horizontal stems. Running grasses can
become invasive in small gardens, but they can
provide erosion control in hillsides or embank-
ments. The other group of grasses are clump
forming. These grasses do well in gardens with
annuals and perennials, and are easily grown in
gardens where space allocation is a problem.

Grasses are further divided into cool season
and warm season. Cool season grasses grow best in
cooler climates and in this area it means that they
will start growing in spring as the soil starts to
warm up. Examples are blue oat grass (helictotrichon)
and variegated manna (glyceria). Warm grasses lie
dormant until soil temperatures warm up considerably,
usually in late spring to early summer. They are usually
fast growing so they can achieve their large sizes by
autumn. Switch grass (panicum) and plume grass
(erianthus) are examples of these.

Grasses also are available in many different
heights. From the giant plume grass (12-20 ft) to the
smaller blue fecues (8-10 in).

Large plants make excellent screens and provide
areas for wildlife to hide or nest. Small grasses provide
groundcover and erosion control.

Grasses have different textures and colors. Flow-
ering plumes change from season to season emerging in
white and beiges becoming red or orange in early
autumn then changing to grays, and browns to provide
winter color to the stark barren landscape. They are
ever changing, some even introducing the element of
sound into the landscape by the rustling of their leaf
blades and plumes.

Ornamental grasses offer a great diversity of form,
texture, color, height and growing sites. One of the most
important is the place where you will be planting it.
Most grasses prefer a sunny site. There are a few that
will grow in shady areas. These are usually the shorter
grasses like the sedges. All in all there is surely an
ornamental grass that will meet your needs and provide
an interesting focal point in your garden or landscape
for many years. Stop by the nursery and check out our
grass selection. These plants will create and heighten the
interest of almost any landscape setting.

Most ornamental grasses are pest-free and other
than a yearly pruning in mid March, require very little
maintenance.
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