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We want you to be successful with your garden!

Ornamental Grasses

Ornamental grasses providelasting beauty and
make excellent additions to an established peren-
nial garden. While most gardeners don't have just
grasses planted together they do enjoy incorporat-
ing them into their garden schemes where they will
make a statement. Taller grasses such as plume
grassor some of the variegated grasses show up best
when planted as specimen plants. Other grasseslike
feather reed or fescues|ook best when plantedin
groupsof 3to 5.

Grasseshavevaried diverse uses. They canbe
used to enhance the formality of a public garden or
add depth to a nature planting. They are divided
into 2 groups. Running grasses spread by rhizomes,
which are underground stems, or by stolons, above
ground horizontal stems. Running grasses can
become invasive in small gardens, but they can
provide erosion control in hillsides or embank-
ments. The other group of grasses are clump
forming. These grasses do well in gardens with
annuals and perennials, and are easily grown in
gardens where space allocation is a problem.

Grasses are further divided into cool season
and warm season. Cool season grasses grow best in
cooler climates and in this area it means that they
will start growing in spring as the soil startsto
warm up. Examplesareblue oat grass (helictotrichon)
and variegated manna (glyceria). Warm grasseslie
dormant until soil temperatureswarm up considerably,
usually inlate spring to early summer. They areusualy
fast growing sothey can achievetheir largesizesby
autumn. Switch grass (panicum) and plumegrass
(erianthus) areexamplesof these.

Grassesdso areavailablein many different
heights. From the giant plume grass (12-20 ft) to the
smaller blue fecues (8-10 in).

Large plantsmake excellent screensand provide
areasfor wildlifeto hideor nest. Small grassesprovide
groundcover and erosion control.

Grasseshavedifferent texturesand colors. Flow-
ering plumes changefrom season to season emergingin
white and belgesbecoming red or orangein early
autumn then changing to grays, and brownsto provide
winter color to the stark barren landscape. They are
ever changing, someeven introducing the e ement of
sound into thelandscape by therustling of thelir leaf
bladesand plumes.

Ornamental grassesoffer agreat diversity of form,
texture, color, height and growing sites. One of the most
important isthe placewhereyouwill beplantingit.
Most grassesprefer asunny site. Thereareafew that
will grow inshady areas. Theseareusualy the shorter
grasseslikethesedges. All inall thereissurely an
ornamental grassthat will meet your needsand provide
aninteresting focal point inyour garden or landscape
for many years. Stop by the nursery and check out our
grasssalection. These plantswill cresteand heightenthe
interest of almost any landscape setting.

Most ornamental grassesare pest-free and other
thanayearly pruningin mid March, requirevery little
maintenance.
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Platt Hill Nursery Ornamental Grasses & Sedges

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT SPACING CI%-SEGCI)EF FALI(.ECI:LO(I)';‘AGE FAIC':LOEIE;;ME
Andropogon gerardii Big Blue Stem 4-8' 3-4' Green-Blue Orange-Red Purple
Briza media Quaking Grass 12-18" 18-24" Deepgreen Beige Tan
Calamagrostis 'Avalanche' Vanﬁiz?(iGljfszther 4-5' 3 Green/White Green/White Tan
Calamagrostis 'Karl Foerster' Feather Reed Grass 3-5 3 Green Yellow Tan
Calamagrostis 'Overdam' OverdamGFr Z:;her Reed 3 3-4' Green/White Yellow Beige
Calamagrostis brachytricha Korean g:zl;er Reed 2-3 3 Green Bright- Yellow Greenish-Pink
Carex elata 'Aurea’ Bowles Golden Sedge 2-3 18-24" Gold Gold Brown
Carex flacca Blue Sedge 6-10" 8-12" Blue-Gray Blue-Gray N/A
Chasmanthium latifolious Northern Sea Oats 2-3' 18-24" Green Bronze Copper
Eragrostis spectabilis Purple Love Grass 1-2' 18-24" Creamy Green Reddish Pink
F,GEEZE %1; Z?a Blue Fescue 6-10" 12" Silver-Blue Blue-Gray Tan
Glyceria Maxima 'Variegata' | Variegated Manna Grass 18-20" 2-3' Cre;ngr:eer]llow Yeﬂov:vglr;eirrllkﬁnged Green
Hakonechloa macro 'Aureola’ Hakone Grass 12-15" 2' Green-Gold Sphiizzn;gt%k;e d Red
Helictotrichon sempervirens Blue Oat Grass 2-3' 2-3' Blue Blue Beige
H?g;?hﬁzgﬁjdzef,m Sapphire Blue Oat Grass 2' 18-24" Silvery-Blue Blue Beige
Miscanthus "Pupurascens' Flame Grass 4-5' 3 Green Orange-Red ‘White
Miscanthus sinensis 'Cabaret' Japanese Silver Grass 6' 5-6' Green- White Green- White Coppery White
Miscanthus sin. 'Gracillimus' Maiden Grass 5-7 4' Green Yellow Copper
Miscanthus sin. 'Graziella' Silver Maiden Grass 5-7 4-5' Green Copery Orange Silvery White
Miscanthus sin. 'Hinjo' Little Nicky Grass 3-4' 3 Gre;;;g ;gow Tan Red
Miscantguusnrsisir;.| ‘Huron Maiden Grass 6' 3-4' Grf/fgil:er Yellow/Orange Burgundy
Miscanthus sin. '"Malepartus' Maiden Grass 6-7' 4' Green Bronze Silver




Platt Hill Nursery Ornamental Grasses & Sedges

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME HEIGHT SPACING CFOOLSEGOEF FALI(EOFI?OL:RAGE FAléLOEBL;‘ME
P&iicriﬁzuii;% Maiden Grass 5-6' 3-4' Gr(;,\e/:[ri]é\r?{)hite Silvery Green Reddish Bronze
Miscanthus sin. '"Nippon' Nippon Maiden 5 3-4' Green Red Bronze
Miscanthus sin. 'Strictus' Porcupine Grass 6-9' 4' Grsetertilgilllgw Straw Reddish
Miscanthus sin. "Variegatus' Variegated Silver Grass 5-7 4-5' Green/White Almond Tan White
Molinia caerulea 'Sky Racer' Tall Purple Moor Grass 7-8' 4-6' Greenish Bronze Yellow Orange Yellow
Panicum virgatum Switch Grass 3-6' 3 Blue-Green Orange-Bronze Red-Purple
Panicum vir. 'Heavy Metal Switch Grass 4-5' 3 Metalic Blue Bright Yellow Pink
Panicum vir. '"Northwind' Switch Grass 4-5' 3 Blue-gray Bright Yellow Red/Pink
Panicum vir. 'Shenandoah’ Switch Grass 3-4' 2-3' Green then tumns Red Red
Red straked
Pemisen,lm alop ?cumides Dwarf Fountain Grass 2-3' 2-3' Green Yellow Tan
Hameln
Pennisetum alop. 'Little Bunny' FET;;E%T;;S 18" 18-24" Green Beige Tan
Pennisetum alop. '"Moudry' Black Fountain Grass 2 2' Dark Green Reddish Tan Dark Purple
*Pennisetum glauc|um Purple Ornamental Millet 4-5' 3 Greeg o Purple Dark Purple Brownish-Pink
Majesty’ with age
*Pennisetum setaceum Purple Fountain Grass 3.4 3 Deep Red Wine Red Red
Rubrum
Saccharum ravennae Plume Grass 10-14' 4-5' Greseungi&lllhite Orange Silver to Gray
Seslaria automnalis Autumn Moor Grass 16-18" 2 Yellow Green Yellow Purplish-Black
Schizachyﬂuglhlseczs?padum The Little Blue Stem 2-3' 2' Bluish-Gray Reddish Copper Silvery Beige
Sporobulus heterolepsis Prairie Dropseed 2-4 2-3' Green Yellow with Orange Beige

hues




